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SECTION -1:

WELCOME TO UNCENSORED WATCH- A PROJECT OF WORLD
ANTI-EXTREMISM NETWORK



) From the CEO’s Desk

The world is currently facing unprecedented unrest and tyranny from [ - b |
extremist and authoritarian regimes. From the war in Ukraine and the e
unrest in the Middle East—especially the conflict between Israel and
Palestine—to the resurgence of the Taliban and the rise of radical
extremist groups like ISK, which continue to take innocent lives and
suppress freedoms, the situation is alarming. Now, more than ever, is
the time to take practical steps to fight extremism and work toward a
better, freer world.

Iam honored that, at the World Anti Extremism Network (WAEN), an International Canadian
nonprofit, we are actively working to challenge extremism and authoritarianism through
several global initiatives. Although WAEN is newly established, we have already worked
with over 98 young human rights and freedom advocates, helping them enhance their
understanding and leadership skills to tackle extremism and authoritarianism in their
respective countries through our International Human Rights Certificate for Young Leaders.
Additionally, we have collaborated with scholars to publish reports and case studies that
expose the true nature of extremist and authoritarian groups while supporting individuals
who are on the frontlines of the fight for freedom.

The newsletter you are now reading, “Uncensored Watch,’is one of WAEN's latest initiatives.
Published monthly, it aims to share the truth about the activities of extremist groups and
authoritarian regimes, revealing how they are infringing on the lives and freedoms of
innocent people. Through this platform, we aim to raise awareness and encourage action
in the fight against extremism.

I am proud to say that we are able to publish this newsletter with the support of scholars
from around the world. | believe that “Uncensored Watch” will serve as a dynamic resource
in the global effort to counter extremism and authoritarianism.

None of this would be possible without your continued support, for which we are deeply
grateful. We ask for your ongoing help as we continue promoting the cause of freedom and
countering extremist and authoritarian forces.

I hope you find this newsletter insightful, and we welcome your suggestions and ideas for
improving future editions.

With respect and best wishes,
Khalid Ramizy
Chief Executive Officer

World Anti Extremism Network



)» A Word from the Editor

Greetings to all the readers and welcome to the very first edition of the
World Anti Extremism Network (WAEN) Newsletter, Uncensored Watch! |
As we embark on this journey, our goal is to keep you informed and |
engaged with the latest developments in the fight against extremism |
and the promotion of peace. This newsletter is a platform to share
stories of resilience, highlight the tireless efforts of activists, and provide
insights into the strategies that are making a difference globally.

In this inaugural issue, we bring you a mix of global news and updates on WAEN's initiatives.
Our Multimedia Corner features the latest podcasts and videos, offering deeper dives into
the topics we cover.

We believe that by staying informed and connected, we can collectively contribute to a
more peaceful and just world. Your feedback and participation are invaluable to us, and we
look forward to your continued support.

Thank you for joining us on this important mission.

Warm regards,
Rajaab Mugarrab
Editor-in-Chief

World Anti Extremism Network
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Global crisis in focus



Sudan’s Armed Groups Accused of Torture and Executions

executed, on fire. © Uservia X, 2024

The Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF), along with
affiliated fighters, have been implicated
in serious human rights abuses, including
summary executions, torture, and the
mutilation of bodies, according to a Human
Rights Watch report. Analyzing 20 videos
and one photo from August 2023 to July
2024, Human Rights Watch revealed graphic
evidence of detainees, some wounded and
unarmed, being subjected to torture and
mutilation. Several victims were civilians,
raising concerns over the SAF and RSF’s
targeting of non-combatants in the ongoing
conflict.

The violence perpetrated by the SAF and
RSF highlights the dangerous intersection
of extremism, authoritarianism, and human
rights violations. In Sudan, the breakdown
of governance and the rise of military-led
factions have created an environment where
both armed forces operate with impunity.
This conflict, rooted in power struggles, has
evolved into a broader authoritarian crisis
where the warring parties undermine basic
human rights through the use of extreme
violence.

Thelackofaccountabilityandfailuretoprotect
civilians reveals the deeply entrenched
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Stillimage from a video posted to social media showing Sudanese Armed Forces soldiers setting the bodies of persons they have apparently

authoritarian structures in Sudan, where
military elites exercise unchecked power.
These conditions foster extremism within
both state and non-state actors, as violence
becomes a means of asserting control. The
mutilation of bodies and torture of detainees
are not just acts of brutality but also tools of
psychological warfare that deepen fear and
submission among the populace.

The ongoing human rights violations in
Sudan have severe long-term consequences,
fueling cycles of violence, radicalizing
marginalized communities, and eroding
democratic institutions. Extremist groups
may exploit this power vacuum, further
destabilizing the region. To address this,
the international community must push for
inclusive peace negotiations, reintegration
of armed forces under civilian control, and
the establishment of strong democratic
institutions. Educational programs
promoting tolerance and human rights
are also critical in laying the foundation for
lasting peace.

Ultimately, without global efforts to
counteract extremism and authoritarianism
in Sudan, the situation is likely to deteriorate,
leading to further atrocities and violations of
human rights.


https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/08/29/sudan-warring-parties-execute-detainees-mutilate-bodies
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/08/29/sudan-warring-parties-execute-detainees-mutilate-bodies
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/08/29/sudan-warring-parties-execute-detainees-mutilate-bodies
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/08/29/sudan-warring-parties-execute-detainees-mutilate-bodies

Ongoing Persecution of
Families of the Disappeared
in Sri Lanka

Soosai Victoria shows photograps of her missing son at her home in
Mullaitivu, Sri Lanka, May 7, 2024. © 2024 Eranga Jayawardena/AP Photo

The Sri Lankan government’s continued persecution of families of victims of enforced
disappearances raises grave concerns about authoritarianism, human rights violations, and
the potential rise of extremism. On August 29, 2024, authorities in Trincomalee banned a
peaceful procession by relatives of the disappeared, demonstrating the regime’s growing
intolerance toward any form of dissent. By using tactics like surveillance, intimidation, and
arbitrary arrests, Sri Lankan security forces aim to suppress voices calling for justice. This
authoritarian strategy not only violates fundamental human rights but also creates a climate
of fear, where those seeking the truth are systematically silenced. Such state repression
signals a dangerous shift toward an even more oppressive regime that prioritizes control
over accountability.

The ongoing persecution deeply traumatizes families and further marginalizes communities
that have already suffered immensely. This sense of abandonment and injustice, if left
unaddressed, could foster resentment and lead to the radicalization of affected groups.
When communities are denied justice and are left voiceless, the conditions become ripe for
extremism to take root, as disillusioned individuals may turn to more extreme measures to
be heard.

If the international community fails to respond effectively, the consequences of Sri Lanka’s
actions could reverberate beyond its borders. The persistent suppression of civil society, the
disregard for basic rights, and the unchecked authoritarianism could inspire other regimes
to adopt similar strategies, worsening the global human rights situation. Additionally, the
rise of extremism within marginalized communities could fuel regional instability, creating
long-term security risks

If this pattern of authoritarian repression and human rights violations continues, Sri Lanka
risks becoming a breeding ground for extremism.The global community, including networks
like the World Anti-Extremism Network, must take decisive action to hold the Sri Lankan
government accountable and protect the rights of its citizens. Without intervention, the
nation faces the risk of deeper instability, societal fracture, and the spread of extremism.

www.worldantiextremism.org | 9
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Afghan burqa-clad women walk through a market in Kandahar, Aug. 24, 2024.

Taliban’s New Laws Restrict Women’s Rights in Afghanistan

The Taliban’s new draconian laws requiring women to cover their bodies and silencing their
voices are a step towards erasing women from Afghan society. By labeling women'’s voices
as Aurat, they exploit religious language to justify controlling women’s bodies, reinforcing
patriarchal norms. This further dehumanizes women, reducing them to objects of sin while
stripping away their agency and autonomy.

Far from being a moderate“version 2.0,"the Taliban’s actions since 2021—banning education,
restricting employment, and now silencing women—reveal a calculated push toward a
regressive, gender-segregated society. Women are being excluded from public life, and
forced into invisibility under the guise of moral virtue. This trend leads Afghanistan back to its
oppressive past, where women were non-citizens, deprived of their rights. However, Afghan
women are resisting—defying bans by singing and protesting—but the sustainability of
this resistance remains uncertain.

If unchecked, the Taliban’s policies will further isolate Afghan women, increase poverty,
and worsen human rights conditions. International inaction could embolden the Taliban,
deepening Afghanistan’s regression and extinguishing women'’s participation in society.

10 | www.worldantiextremism.org


https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/the-taliban-publishes-vice-laws-that-ban-womens-voices-and-bare-faces-in-public/ar-AA1pg8fj?ocid=BingNewsVerp
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Urgent Global
Action Needed

The international community must hold the Taliban accountable for human rights
abuses against women and girls. Governments should:

1. Demand Afghan women'’s inclusion in international discussions.

2. Use legal avenues to prosecute the Taliban for gender-based crimes.

3. Provide targeted humanitarian aid to women and girls and support those
fleeing the country.
Afghan women's rights defenders are fighting against severe repression. Global leaders
must act now to support them and protect women's rights.

A 15-year-old girl, barred from attending secondary school since 2021, reads a
notebook in Afghanistan, March 20, 2024. © 2024 Fariba Akbari/picture-alliance/dpa/
AP Photo

An Afghan teacher collects books in a school in Kabul, Afghanistan, December 22,
2022. © 2022 Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo
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Global Inaction in
the Face of Taliban
Oppression: A Critical
Failure

The international
community has largely
failed to respond effectively
to the worsening human
rights situation in
Afghanistan under Taliban
rule. Despite widespread
condemnation of the
Taliban’s draconian policies,
particularly their restrictions
on women and girls,
international actions have
often been inadequate

or counterproductive. For
example, the exclusion

of Afghan women and

civil society from key
international meetings,
such as the UN's Doha
conference, undermined
the very people fighting for
their rights on the ground.
Additionally, declining
donor support and
insufficient accountability
measures have left Afghans
vulnerable to increasing
oppression. This lack of
meaningful intervention not
only emboldens the Taliban
but also erodes global
human rights standards.

12 | www.worldantiextremism.org

Cambodia: Authorities Detain Protesters
Opposing Regional Development Plan

The right to protest is enshrined in various international
laws and frameworks. Article 21 of the International

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) guarantees

that “the right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized.”
Similarly, Article 20(1) of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) affirms that “everyone has the
right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association”.

Additionally, Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)

16 seeks to promote peaceful, inclusive societies and
ensure justice for all, highlighting the importance
of protecting fundamental freedoms, including the
right to protest. Despite these protections, the right
to protest is often suppressed globally under various
pretexts. This suppression is evident in Cambodia, where
authorities have detained at least 94 individuals since
late July 2024 for opposing the Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam
Development Triangle Area (CLV) project. This group
includes environmental and human rights activists,
along with several children, all arrested for peacefully

voicing their concerns. The CLV project, which began

in 2004, is intended to promote trade and migration
between Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. However, recent
criticism has focused on issues such as land concessions
and the project’s perceived benefit to foreign interests at
the expense of local communities. Critics argue that the
project jeopardizes therights and interests of Cambodian
citizens.

The Cambodian government has responded to dissent
with a severe crackdown, involving arbitrary detentions,


https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/07/1069211
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/07/1069211
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/07/1069211
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/07/1069211
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-3-319-71066-2_97-1
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007/978-3-319-71066-2_97-1
https://www.hrw.org/asia/cambodia
https://www.hrw.org/asia/cambodia
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Cambodians living in South Korea during a protest demanding the cancellation of the Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam Development Triangle Area
(CLV) development project, August 11, 2024. © 2024 Kim Jae-Hwan/SOPA Images via AP Photo

travel restrictions, and surveillance. Critics, including those residing abroad, have been

threatened, and state media has broadcast forced confessions from detainees. Many of those
arrested are facing harsh charges of incitement and plotting against the state, including
some minors—a clear breach of international law, which protects children from facing such

serious charges.

Suppressing peaceful protest and charging minors with serious offenses contradicts
international human rights norms. The state should address grievances through dialogue
and respect for public voices rather than resorting to harsh measures. Upholding the right

to protest is crucial for justice and societal prosperity.

www.worldantiextremism.org | 13
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China’s Human Rights Abuses in Xinjiang: A Global Silence and the

Need for Action

While humanrightsabuseselsewhere often
provoke strong international responses,
the grave violations being committed
by China against Uyghurs and other
Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang continue with
alarming impunity. Despite widespread
condemnation and numerous calls for
action, the response to these abuses has
been notably subdued, raising concerns
about the disparity in global reactions to
human rights violations based on the state
involved. The Chinese government persists
in its repressive campaign in Xinjiang,
marked by mass arbitrary detention,
torture, forced labor, and severe cultural
and religious persecution. Thousands of
Uyghurs remain unjustly imprisoned, with
many families outside China lacking any
information about their detained relatives.
This situation persists despite the UN High

1. International Sanctions:

Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker
Turk, acknowledging the ongoing issues
and advocating for change.

The global response to these abuses
has been insufficient. Although various
authorities have publicly condemned
China’s actions and called for an end to
the violations, tangible progress remains
elusive. The international community’s
tepid reaction contrasts sharply with
the firm repercussions faced by other
states committing similar abuses. This
discrepancy underscores the need for
concrete actions to address the situation in
Xinjiang effectively.

To compel China to address these human
rights violations, several critical measures
should be implemented:

The UN and its member states should impose targeted sanctions on Chinese officials and
entities directly involved in the repression in Xinjiang. These sanctions could include travel
bans and asset freezes, aimed at pressuring key figures to cease their abusive practices.

2. Global Inquiry:

A formal, independent international inquiry into the abuses in Xinjiang should be
established. This inquiry would gather evidence, document the extent of the violations,
and hold those responsible accountable. It would also serve to increase international
pressure on China to comply with human rights standards.

14 | www.worldantiextremism.org
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3. Support for Victims:

The international community should enhance support
forUyghurvictimsandtheirfamilies,including providing
asylum, legal assistance, and financial support to those
affected by China’s repression. This would not only
offer immediate relief but also underscore the global
commitment to upholding human rights.

Addressing these abuses requires more than just
statements of condemnation. It demands decisive, Y
concrete actions that reflect the gravity of the situation United Nations High Commissioner for Human

. . . Rights Volker Tiirk speaks at the UN in Geneva,
and hold China accountable for its ongoing human switzeriand, November 16, 2023. © 2023 Salvatore

. o Di Nolfi/Keystone via AP Phot
rights violations in Xinjiang. 1 oTyTeystone i AT oo

The Urgent Need for Dialogue and
Accountability in Indonesia

On August 28, protesters set up tents outside a
government guesthouse in Yogyakarta, accusing
President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) of corruption and
nepotism. Protests erupted in 16 cities after the
government proposed changing election laws to
allow candidates under 30 to run, with Jokowi’s
29-year-old son, Kaesang Pangareb, being the only
eligible candidate. Despite a court ruling against this,
the government attempted to push the amendment,
leading to accusations of nepotism. Protests
intensified, lawmakers relocated meetings, and the
amendment was dropped. However, police arrested
300 protesters, assaulted journalists, and used force on
peaceful demonstrators, highlighting a recurring issue

Demonstrators throw stones at the police outside
Indonesia’s parliament building in Bandung, West

Java province, on Aug. 22. Timur Matahar/AFP— of sjlencing dissent. Silencing protesters rather than
via Getty Images
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engaging in dialogue increases frustration and undermines trust in government. When
people lack a platform to voice concerns, unrest grows.

Possible Solutions could be

1. Establish formal platforms for public dialogue.

2. Ensure transparency in governance and avoid nepotism.

3. Protect protesters and journalists from violence, with accountability for police
actions.
This can help build trust and reduce the risk of further civil unrest.

Photograph: Bay Ismoyo/AFP/Getty Images
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Gender-Based Violence in India: A Crisis of Human Rights and
Systemic Failures

Protesters at a midnight rally against the rape and murder of a 31-year-old trainee doctor in Kolkata, India, August 14, 2024. © 2024 AP

Photo/Bikas Das

The brutal rape and murder of a 31-year-
old trainee doctor in Kolkata underscores
significant human rights violations and
the deep-rooted issue of extremism
against women in India. This horrific
crime, occurring within a government
hospital, highlights the ongoing failure
to provide safe working environments
for women and the systemic lack of
accountability in addressing gender-based
violence. Despite laws like the POSH Act,
aimed at protecting women from sexual
harassment in the workplace, the failure
of enforcement continues to expose
women to abuse, effectively violating
their fundamental human rights. The

protests led by junior doctors, who defied
court orders, reflect a broader outcry
against the extreme violence faced by
women in both public and professional
spaces. The demonstrations also point
to how deeply ingrained misogyny and
gender-based extremism are in society,
with women continuing to face barriers
to justice, institutional negligence, and
victim-blaming. The failure to act decisively
against such  atrocities emboldens
perpetrators and creates an environment
of impunity, where crimes against women
go unpunished or are inadequately
addressed.

www.worldantiextremism.org | 17
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The government’s response, which focuses on
the disruption of healthcare services due to the
protests, fails to recognize the root cause of this
unrest: the systemic disregard for women’s safety.
While protesters demand justice and accountability,
authorities have been slow to address the security
concerns that could prevent future incidents. This
negligence, paired with a culture of impunity, only
exacerbates the problem of extremism—uviolence
and oppression targeting women, often dismissed
or inadequately addressed by institutions meant to
protect them.

The future impact of such atrocities is alarming.
If systemic reforms are not enacted, and if
perpetrators of gender-based violence continue to
face minimal consequences, it will foster a culture of
fear and silence among women. This could lead to
a further decline in female workforce participation,
a weakening of human rights protections, and
a rise in extremism against women. A society
that fails to protect its women risks perpetuating
cycles of violence, eroding trust in institutions,
and reinforcing harmful patriarchal norms. In the
context of extremism, this pattern of neglect could
lead to a broader societal destabilization, where
the rights and freedoms of vulnerable groups—
especially women—are continually eroded. The
future demands a commitment to enforcing laws,
holding officials accountable, and ensuring that
victims of sexual violence receive justice. Without
this, the cycle of gender-based extremism will
deepen, hindering progress towards gender
equality and human rights protections in India.



Intensified Threats Against Rohingya Muslims Highlight Systemic

Human Rights Violations

The Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar face escalating
threats, echoing the atrocities of 2017 when the military
conducted mass killings and rape in Rakhine State,
forcing over 750,000 to flee. Recently, the military and
the Arakan Army have intensified their attacks, with
drone strikes and shelling killing nearly 200 Rohingya in
August 2024, worsening their suffering. These renewed
abuses reflect deep-rooted human rights violations
and authoritarian oppression. The Arakan Army and
Myanmar military’s indiscriminate attacks have trapped
the Rohingya in a cycle of violence and displacement.
Meanwhile, over a million Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh face worsening conditions amid gang
violence and a restrictive asylum policy. International
responses to the 2017 crisis have been inadequate, but
recent legal actions, such as the International Court
of Justice’s genocide case, offer some hope. However,
continued inaction risks further instability and violence,
deepening the humanitarian crisis.

The future implications of this ongoing abuse are
alarming, particularly in the context of extremism,
authoritarianism, and human rights violations. The
persecution of the Rohingya not only reflects the rise
of extremist ideologies within Myanmar’s military but
also emboldens authoritarian regimes globally. If left
unchecked, these dynamics could inspire further acts
of ethnic cleansing, radicalize displaced populations,
and fuel a broader regional crisis. Without strong
international intervention and accountability measures,
Myanmar’s military regime may continue to commit
atrocities withimpunity, setting a dangerous precedent.
This could lead to the normalization of extremist
violence and the further erosion of human rights across
Southeast Asia, where vulnerable populations may
becomeincreasinglytrapped betweenauthoritarianism
and extremism. The global community must step up
efforts to hold Myanmar’s regime accountable, protect
vulnerable populations, and counter the rising threat
of authoritarian extremism, or risk witnessing an even
greater humanitarian catastrophe.

Rohingya refugees heading toward a camp at Teknaf,
Bangladesh, September 13, 2017. © 2017 Md. Mehedi
Hasan/Pacific Press/Sipa USA via AP Photo
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Escalating Conflict Between Israel and Hezbollah Intensifies
Civilian Suffering and Regional Tensions

The ongoing conflict between Israel and Hezbollah has intensified, with missile strikes
and drone attacks displacing tens of thousands of civilians in northern Israel and southern
Lebanon. As both sides engage in cross-border hostilities, civilian casualties have
mounted, and homes have been destroyed, leading to widespread suffering. Hezbollah'’s
rocket fire and outdated technology have inflicted serious damage, while Israel’s military
responses, aimed at neutralizing the group, have also resulted in significant civilian harm
and infrastructural devastation in Lebanon. This cycle of violence continues to destabilize
the region.

The situation highlights serious violations of human rights, particularly in the targeting
of non-combatants. Both Israel and Hezbollah have contributed to the destruction of
civilian areas, raising concerns about their adherence to international humanitarian
law. Hezbollah's indiscriminate attacks on Israeli civilian areas, combined with Israel’s
powerful military responses, have disproportionately affected non-military populations,
perpetuating a climate of fear and instability. The conflict risks spiraling further, fostering
extremism and undermining long-term regional stability.

Diplomatic interventions are urgently needed to halt this escalation. The international
community should focus on reviving ceasefire negotiations, prioritizing the protection
of civilians through establishing humanitarian corridors. Both parties must be held
accountable for violations of international law, and efforts to create a balanced dialogue
must take precedence to prevent further civilian harm and promote lasting peace. De-
escalation strategies and strong diplomatic efforts are essential to mitigating extremism
and restoring stability to the region.

Smoke rises in Gaza as the Israeli army conducts its most intense air attacks [Ali Jadallah/Anadolu Agency] (Al-Jazeera)
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EU’s Recognition of Venezuela’s Opposition Leader Sparks Debate
on Sovereignty and Authoritarianism

Maduro’s government lashed out at the EU nations and said the move would affect relations with Caracas (DAWN NEWS)

The European Parliament’s recent vote to recognize exiled Venezuelan presidential
candidate Edmundo Gonzdlez as the “legitimate and democratically elected President”is
the latest development in Venezuela’s ongoing political crisis. This follows the European
Union’s previous support for opposition leader Juan Guaidé, aimed at challenging Nicolas
Maduro’s regime. The elections, heavily contested and dismissed by the opposition,
have led to disputes over the legitimacy of Maduro’s government, with the Venezuelan
Electoral Council proclaiming him the winner amidst accusations of bias.

While the EU's decision reflects its support for democratic governance in Venezuela, it
raises concerns about foreign interference in sovereign affairs. By endorsing Gonzalez
without broader consensus, the European Parliament risks deepening the internal
divisions within Venezuela and undermining the country’s legal and political processes.
Some view this move as bordering on authoritarianism, where an external entity dictates
the direction of a nation’s leadership, echoing criticisms from the Venezuelan government
itself.

Rather than taking sides, the European Parliament might better serve Venezuela's
long-term stability by encouraging negotiations between opposition and government
forces. Diplomatic mediation could prevent further polarization and help establish a
more inclusive path toward democratic reform. Supporting democratic principles, while
respecting national sovereignty, would allow the EU to promote human rights without
contributing to further instability or perceived external coercion.
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The Battle for Pokrovsk: Strategic Significance and Human Rights
Concerns Amid Russia’s Eastern Offensive

Evgeniy Maloletka/Copyright 2024 The AP. (EURO NEWS)

The ongoing battle for Pokrovsk, a strategic town in eastern Ukraine, highlights the
Kremlin's continued focus on controlling key territories despite distractions such as
Ukraine’s surprise incursion into the Russian region of Kursk. Pokrovsk, a logistics hub
with vital rail and road networks, is critical for both sides. For Ukraine, its loss could bring
the conflict closer to the central regions, including Dnipro. For Russia, capturing Pokrovsk
would strengthen its control over the Donetsk region, a goal it has pursued since 2014.

Russia’s focus on seizing this town reflects broader strategic goals, but it also raises
guestions about human rights violations and authoritarian approaches to warfare.
Russian forces have been accused of excessive shelling and destruction of civilian areas
in their push towards Pokrovsk, which has left only 17,000 of its pre-war population of
60,000. The heavy toll on civilian infrastructure and the town’s near-destruction suggests
potential violations of international humanitarian law, which forbids indiscriminate
attacks on civilian areas.

Russia’s conduct in eastern Ukraine also mirrors broader authoritarian tendencies in its
military strategy. By prioritizing territorial expansion at the expense of civilian safety,
Moscow appears to undermine the rights of non-combatants. Moreover, the continuous
repression of dissent and control over media narratives domestically indicate the regime’s
disregard for democratic principles, both at home and in its international conduct.

To address these issues, international bodies should intensify monitoring of the conflict’s
human rights implications. Diplomatic efforts must focus on pressuring Russia to adhere
to international laws protecting civilians in conflict zones. Meanwhile, channels of
negotiation should be pursued to prevent further civilian suffering and minimize the
destruction of critical infrastructure in eastern Ukraine. A balanced diplomatic approach
is essential for mitigating this conflict’s strategic and human rights dimensions.
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Belarus’ Political Amnesties: A Sign of Thaw or Strategic

Extremism?

Imagine how hard it is for folks to adjust
in those situations, where thanks in part
to recent political amnesties, we have
witnessed a situation in Belarus where
innumerable political prisoners have been
freed. Among those granted amnesty is
journalist Dmitry Luksha who was jailed
for reporting on the opposition protests
of 2020. Many such releases, including the
one in question, make one wonder about
the reasons why Lukashenko decides to
grant these amnesties — are they granted
to quell internal unrest in the country
or is that something done to ‘clean up’
before the country’s elections and improve
relations with the West.

Since 1994, the countries’corrections mean
that the people of Belarus do not have
political freedom as Lukashenko is, and has
been, a dictator who is fanatically political
by viciously suppressing the voices of
discontent. The subsequent mass protests
that erupted in 2020 faced police brutality

Belarus’s authorities brutally put down anti-government protests
in 2020 - (BBC NEWS)

and mass arrests where political rivals,
activists, journalists, political librarians
were tossed into prison with trumped-up
political suits. Violations of human rights
like these, among others documented
by Viasna, have not gone unpunished
with over 1300 political prisoners still
languishing in prison.

The latest amnesties have often been
interpreted as Lukashenko's efforts to give
‘bending’ signal to the West, particularly
when trying to balance between Russia
and Western Europe. The status of Belarus
has even further deteriorated due to the
support of Lukashenko to the Russian
aggression against Ukraine, but these
amnesties seem to try to keep Belarus from
being entirely chained to Russia. Some
like Tatsiana Khomich and analyst Ryhor
Astapenia consider these returns of people
as a flex in the West's direction to be less
dependent on Russia.

But the continuous brutalities of the regime
betray thisand in no way suggest that this is
a change for the better. Political radicalism
in Belarus does not recede as Kolesnikova
and critics living in or outside the regime
are targeted, some of whom are freezing in
inhumane conditions, risking their health.

A campaign should be launched to channel
international pressure on Belarus to release
more prisoners with a primary emphasis on
the health of political activists. It is essential
that whenever there are discussions with
the surrounding Lukashenko regime, they
address the core of the problem, not only
the surface view if there is any hope not
only of eliminating political extremism
and authoritarianism but also in its very
reconstruction.
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Press Under Fire: Police Brutality Targets Kenyan Journalist During
Protests

The situation in Kenya, where people have taken
to the streets in opposition to the controversial
finance act’ is getting worse. This is evident in the
police’s confrontation with the media. Speaking of
poles, which is not supposed to be done, journalist
Catherine Wanijeri Kariuki was shot with pellets by
Kenyan police while reporting on the protests in
Nakuru. More importantly, it raises red flags about
the freedom of the press and the level of risk that
reporters face when covering such actions. To this
end, although she wore a Vest identifying her as being
with the press, Kariuki was shot at close distance. This sl
act contravened more than one of the provisions of IRt .

the Kenyan National Police Service Act. lllustration by Ann Kiernan for Bellingcat.

Police harassment of mass protests is often captured on camera. Videos on July 16
capture the scene in which police officers shot guns at an unarmed group of journalists,
a clear abuse of power. Armed policemen are constitutionally subjected to the Kenya
National Police Service Act which clearly outlines a step-by-step process in the use of
force. Disregarding this act to a degree the police used less lethal ammunition at a time
and during circumstances where serious injuries were caused. This shows an overall trend
of police viciousness in Kenya that borders on lawlessness.

This event forms part of a bigger wave of brutalities that are linked to the protests against
the finance bill, which have claimed over 50 lives since June. Even though Kenya’s police
chief had to resign, and the Independent Police Oversight Authority is actively engaged
in the matters, on those occurrences, accountability is still absent.

The constitution of Kenya requires that every right
holder thatalso includes the media be able to exercise
their roles without infringing on the rights and
| freedoms of others. Kenya also politically commits to
improving both respect for human rights and press
freedom through conducting impartial investigations
on cases that involve police misconduct. It is also
important that the police officers receive appropriate
A split second later, Kariuki can be seen falling to training concerning how to curb violence in the

the ground while the man in a brown jacket and . . .
jeans can be seen behind her. Source: Mutembei  Crowds and how to implement the law during riot.
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Rohingya Refugees Caught in the Crossfire: Forced Fighters in
Myanmar’s Civil War

Destruction seen after fighting between the Arakan Army (AA) and Myanmar’s junta in Rakhine State

The Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, who fled from the violence and repression that
occurred in Myanmar, have encountered a new, and severe ordeal. Reporting most
recently for DW, Arafatul Islam explains how some of these refugees are being pressured
to participate in the civil war in Myanmar. Living in the already overburdened camps of
Cox’s Bazar, most refugees are already experiencing extreme hardships, but the reports of
forcible enlisting carry a different degree of human rights violation.

This situation has come out as military led by Myanmar’s generals made inroads as
imposed by the Kyaw Twin against the political Ruth, Arakan violent extremists such as
Keyah Toracoran. The appalling situation in the camps exposes the refugees to extreme
propaganda and pressure, which is being exploited by terrorist organizations. Young
males seem to be especially targeted, actively recruited or compelled through appeals to
fightin return perhaps for cash or a promise to be brought back home. In any case, though,
this type of coercion not only endangers the lives of those refugees but also creates more
instability in the camps and within the region, which is the last thing needed now.

In many countries, politicians have responded by criticizing the practice of using refugees as
an instrument for the internal disputes of Myanmar. Nevertheless, tangible measures have
not been forthcoming. Bangladesh, which presently has millions of Rohingya refugees, is
in a very perplexing position; how do you guard the camps and at the same time meet the
refugees’needs?

This shocking development reinforces the call for action from the international community,
and not just for emergencies to enable migrants of Rohingya to be well protected, but also
work on factors that have led to the continuous displacing of Rohingya people including
stabilizing the situation in Myanmar.
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Death in Custody: The Tragic Case of Muhammad Kamran Ashiq
and Greece’s Struggle with Police Accountability

A police car on the side of the road in Athens. © 2014 Human Rights Watch

The detention of the 37-year-old Pakistani man, Muhammad Kamran Ashig, who
subsequently died in the custody of the Greek police, has raised alarms over the
protection of human rights and police abuse. Gruesome pictures of the dead body of
Ashiq and the events that led to his death have raised public outcry with some describing
the mistreatment of the man while in police custody. While the Greek police have claimed
that he had been arrested regarding some domestic violence case and a fight involving
a couple of detained persons, they failed to address the matter of Ashiqg’s physical
condition. Organizations like KEERFA have claimed that he was moved from station to
station continuously without access to lawyers or family members and placed in the
most torturous conditions.

This is not the only case of this kind. The Greek ACARAY through its reports highlighted
instances of torture and other ill-treatment of detainees especially among the immigrant
populations by the police officers within ferry terminals. Even though there have been
reports made to the Council of Europe and the European Court of Human Rights, there is
extensive and severe abuse practiced by members of the Greek police forces that remains
unpunished.

The case demonstrates the necessity of a suitable independent and objective inquiry
into Ashiq's death. Greek authorities must practice ‘no tolerance’ for police violence and
prosecute all perpetrators irrespective of their rank. To prevent such catastrophes in the
future, one must adhere to the accountability of torture and other extreme measures
under international obligations. There is an enhancement of arrogance towards the
violation of the law in Greece which must be addressed, for the citizens to rebuild
confidence in the legal system.
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Multimedia Update: Voices Against
Authoritarianism

In our latest multimedia update, WAEN highlights
two powerful interviews shedding light on the
struggles against authoritarian regimes:

In a moving interview, Sooma Aslami, a human
rights activist from Afghanistan, recounts her
dramatic escape from her home country following
the Taliban's resurgence. As Afghanistan marks
three years under Taliban control, the situation for
women and girls continues to worsen. Ms. Aslami
discusses the severe restrictions on basic rights and
explores potential solutions to address the growing
authoritarianism in her homeland.

Featured in another episode of WAEN's “Freedom
Stage,” Sir Simon Lee, an entrepreneur and
freedom advocate from Hong Kong, shares his
experiences of fleeing due to escalating threats
from the government and China. He discusses the
dangerous situation in Hong Kong and his ongoing
efforts with ‘Unsubject, a platform for individual
empowerment and ideas for change.

Tune into these interviews here for a deeper
understanding of the challenges faced and their
commitment to combating authoritarianism.
These interviews provide critical perspectives
on the global fight against extremism and
authoritarianism. Join us in staying informed and
engaged with these important discussions.
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Updates corner

- We are excited to announce the successful
completion of the first two editions of the
International Human Rights Certificate Program
for Young Leaders, and the upcoming launch of the
October edition. If you missed the opportunity to
join the first three editions, don't worry! The good
news is that two more editions are yet to come.
Stay connected with us to receive timely updates
on the registration process for future editions.

We look forward to welcoming the next wave of
aspiring leaders to the program!

- Marking three years since the Taliban
took control, their oppressive actions have only
intensified, despite widespread condemnation
from various organizations. It is time to take
actionable steps to bring an end to these injustices.
Mr. Khalid Ramizy has shared his insights on this

pressing issue, along with key recommendations
on what Canada should do in response. His piece
has been published by the Macdonald-Laurier
Institute. Be sure to check it out to understand the
necessary steps forward.
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